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Our fleet is up and running and our season is off to a good start. We have had one of the best years
so far for Spring Browns, Lake Trout and Kings we have had in a long time. Some of the Kings have

left the area and normally return around the end of July to stage in the area before the head up the

rivers to spawn.

This years Fish On For Freedom event was cancelled the afternoon before due to a small craft advi-
sory. It was not an easy decision to make and we are looking forward to next years event. Good luck
to everyone in their 2026 fishing season!

Upcoming Meeting Notice

Open to the public, you do not need to be a member to attend a general meeting for the
Ludington Charter Boat Association

WHEN: Friday June 19th 2026
TIME : 6:00 PM
WHERE: Harbor View Marina

We will be grilling Brats n Dogs and have refreshments for all that attend.



2026 EVENT DATES:

OFFSHORE CLASSIC FISHING TOURNAMENT/
BIG BOYS TOURNAMENT, JULY 13-19

Brought to you by the Chamber Alliance of Mason County

Nature threw us a curveball this year with our annual net pen project. High winds, strong river currents, and power outages in
the area made it impossible to place the pens in the river. It takes a lot of volunteers and effort to make this project happen.
Even though we weren’t able to place pens, we would like to thank Charter Boat Association Associate Members Jon Mckin-
ley and Karl Blethen for getting the pens ready and Associate Members Jason Adam and Kelly Trudeau and all the volunteers
for their help. Without them this project wouldn't happen.

Special thanks to Greg Gianio of OGS Services, Ron Sarto of Change Parts Inc., Steve Collins from the Great Lakes Salmon

Initiative, Andrew & Crystal Heykoop of Eagle Towing, and Nate Cosbitt from Consumers Energy for donations of material and
services. We also appreciate the Crew at the Ludington State Park for their cooperation, and the Michigan Department of Nat-
ural Resources for providing us the fish. A big thank you goes out to LCBA Vice President Capt. David Ellis of Salmon Slayer

Sportfishing for heading up this year’s project, it wasn’t easy.

We had around 75,000 browns planted at the ferry dock, 38,000 coho planted at the road bridge by the state park, and
100,000 Chinook were also direct planted at the road bridge due to not getting the net pens in before the fish arrived

Did you know? We provide updates to Tribal net locations, Weather Buoy Status, and Fishing
activity on our Face Book Page ! It also is a direct feed into our Website ... so if you do not do
Face Book you can see it there:

https://charterludington.com/ or https://www.facebook.com/LudingtonCharterFishing/

The Current tribal net locations are

43 53.925' N 86 29.467 W
43 59.763 N 86 33.427 W

And a 3rd net is being placed soon near where the Weather Bouy has been in the past and the Bouy is scheduled to be
set today for the season
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Are you a Charter Boat Captain?

A Sportfishing enthusiast?

Passionate about our fishery?

Supportive of our Charter Businesses?

Supportive of local business?

Have a commitment for our local community?

WE NEED YOU!

Your membership helps to support our organization!

Your time as a volunteer helps to create strength
through team work and growth of our organization!

It is nice to mention to your guests
that the following restaurants in
Ludington participate in Catch
and Cook. Everyone who takes
their fish in to have prepared en-
joys the “whole fishing experi-
ence” Make sure you call in ad-
vance and read the regulations.

Scotty’s Restaurant

Jamesport Brewing Company
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